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SEPTEMBER 2007
Susan McLaughlin, President (728-2811)
Chuck Erickson, Vice President (625-6131)

Donna Kline, Editor (455-9510)   
CALENDAR

September
11 – Board Meeting, Coast Guard Station

27 – September, Sea Cadets Dinner 
       October

9 – Board Meeting, Coast Guard Station

25 – October - Wine Social @ Maritime Museum
Coming Up:   
 

November – joint meeting with MOAA


December – Pearl Harbor Commemoration


     The Navy League of the United States was founded in 1902 with the encouragement of President Theodore Roosevelt. The Navy League is unique among military-oriented associations in that it is a civilian organization dedicated to the education of our citizens, including our elected officials, and the support of the men and women of the sea services and their families. You need not have served in the military to be a member of the Navy League.
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE:  At our August dinner meeting CDR Greg Burg presented a look at USCG District 11 N and highlighted some of their recent law enforcement activities on the Pacific coast.  CDR Burg recounted the events leading up to the capture and arrest of smugglers who were attempting to bring $352 million of cocaine into the United States via submarine.  He also proudly announced that the Coast Guard has saved 1,109,310 lives since its establishment in 1790. 

     September is the month we acknowledge our local Sea Cadets units.  We invite Sea Cadets to attend our dinner meeting, and this month we’ll have a speaker of special interest to the Sea Cadets and their parents.  At the meeting, we’ll offer gifts for the cadets who attend.  If you can make a donation of a gift for the cadets, bring it along to the meeting, or contact Lois or myself and we’ll see that it gets there.

     In other news, the Douglas SBD-5 Dauntless that crashed during a WWII training exercise and was found during the construction of a water project near the Pajaro River, has given up more of its secrets.  The remains of the two airmen were found during excavation of the crash site.  We have contacted the Pajaro Valley Historical Association, and the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency and offered our assistance for a memorial for the crew. We’ll keep you posted via our newsletter and our Navy League website.
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Susan
SEPTEMBER MEETING –SEA CADET DINNER:    September is the month for us to once again honor our Sea Cadets by hosting a spaghetti dinner for them and being present to witness their awards. Two of our cadets were accepted into the ROTC program this fall.  Please plan to attend so that we can celebrate all of the cadet accomplishments with them.  Traditionally, we have a table of assorted gift items from which the Cadets can choose.  We usually have enough items for each Cadet to receive several.  These items are donated by our members and it’s not too soon to begin gathering them.  Suggestions:  military ball caps, unit patches or stickers, other logo items, tee shirts, cameras, phone cards, movie passes, fast food coupons, videos and CDs, games…anything a teenager (boy or girl) would like to have.  The cadets especially like military paraphernalia.  Please donate to help make this a memorable evening for our Cadets by showing our support for them.

   Our dinner meeting will be held Thursday, 27 September at the Monterey Elks Lodge, 150 Mar Vista Drive.  Social hour will begin at 6 PM with dinner at 7 PM.  Our speaker has not yet been identified but we’re looking for a young officer from the Naval Postgraduate School.  The dinner entrée will be spaghetti.  Price of each meal is $17.  Please use the enclosed coupon to make your reservation(s) and make sure it reaches Robin Vaughn (624-3370) by Monday, 24 September.  Also, please plan to contribute something for our Cadets to take with them. 
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SEA CADETS:  MONTEREY COUNTY DIVISION:    At our last drill, it was interesting listening to the cadets talk about their experiences at summer training.  Joseph and Nathan Beaudoin attended search and rescue, Juan Ayala attended field medical, Jessica Beaudoin and Cody Raymond attended recruit training and Yohara Ayala attended leaguer training.  All of the training was at Camp San Luis Obispo.  Many of the cadets also earned ribbons at summer training for community service, and being in the honor company.  From what I heard, the cadets learned a lot, made friends, had fun and even got into a little mischief.  The cadets have lots of stories to tell their friends when they return to school in August.
     Upcoming events for the cadets in September will be the Salinas Air Show and the Navy League Dinner.  In October the cadets may be at Coast Guard Station Monterey helping with their "Haunted House" and/or the Naval Postgraduate School helping with the Navy Ball.

     Please drive carefully now with school open and pray for our men and women in uniform.  
                  Ltjg. Richard Villegas NSCC 
 See the Monterey County Division’s website for great photos of our cadets in action:

http://www.angelfire.com/ca3/seacadets/
CHESTY PULLER BATTALION:  The Chesty Puller BN kept busy this summer.  PO2 Benjamin Melendez started the summer off at NAS Fallon, NV by attending Scuba School for two weeks.  Following his certification, he went down to Coronado to attend POLA (Petty Officer Leadership Academy).  Cadet Melendez did an excellent job exercising his newly acquired skills while directing the unit at our August drill.  Cadet Billy Elisalde attended Recruit Training at ANG Camp San Luis Obispo, and Leaguer Jose Arellano attended Navy League Orientation, also at ANG Camp San Luis Obispo.  Jose's company was also the Honor Company for that training evolution.  Both cadets graduated on Saturday, 14 July.

  PO3 Frank Gama and PO3 Seamus Gunn graduated from Watsonville High School in June, and both were accepted into the NROTC program based at UC Berkeley.  PO3 Gama will attend UC Davis this fall, and PO3 Gunn will attend the California Maritime Academy in Vallejo.  On Saturday, 18 August, the two young men graduated from the NROTC Indoctrination Week in a ceremony held at U.C. Berkeley, and are now Midshipmen 4th class. 

Midshipman Gunn attended the CPB drill the next day, and was awarded the Daughters of the American Revolution medal, ribbon and certificate for his outstanding dedication to the program, service to the community, and high degree of patriotism.  Cadet Gama was honored with the DAR Certificate of Commendation.  Former CPB cadet PO2 Kelty Lanham continues his studies at the University of San Diego, and is now a Midshipman Second Class in the San Diego NROTC consortium.  Bravo Zulu to all of you!

  On 25 August the commanding officers of the units will attend Officers Call at the former NAS Alameda.  Both Chesty Puller Batallion and Monterey County Division continue to work together on various activities. 
 In September they will attend the NLUS dinner and provide a color guard, and assist at the Navy Recruiting booth at the Salinas Airshow.  In October they have Fleet Week in San Francisco, and in mid-October the units will come together to assist CGS Monterey with their Halloween Haunted House project under the direction of BM1 Oakes, USCG.


Tony Saucedo

     For more information about the US Navy Sea Cadet Program see http://www.seacadets.org/public/.  Please share the site with potential members! 

ADOPTED UNITS JULY AWARDS:  In July we hosted two outstanding service members from VFA-125:
Sailor of the Year
AZ1 Jennifer Delosreyes

Marine of the Year
Sgt. Craig Serpa
     Both AZ1 Delosreyes and Sgt Serpa are married and they and their families were hosted by the Navy League for a weekend vacation in Monterey at our expense in July.  Once again, several local restaurants and business donated gift certificates, meals, and discounts to make their trip memorable.  Thank you to Jim Beard and Susan McLaughlin for coordinating their visit and soliciting the donations that made their weekend memorable.  This tradition is an important thank you to some of our adopted units’ outstanding sailors.

OPERATION YELLOW RIBBON MONTEREY:  The next shipment will be September 12th.  In July we sent 950+ care packages (87 boxes, just under 4,000 lbs.)  In addition to the standard personal care item, we need cards and letters for the packages. This month, we are short on travel sized shampoos and/or conditioners.  If you have any to donate, they would be very much appreciated.  Conact Joan, 625-5128, for more information.
NAVY LEAGUE WEBSITE:  Our Council website is up and running!  If you haven’t looked at it recently, you may not be aware of the many good things to be found there.  You will find links to the latest news from our adopted units, electronic copies of the Navy Leaguer newsletter and ALL HANDS magazine,and information on the Navy League’s local activities.  It’s worth your time!

http://www.navyleaguemonterey.com.
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SUGGESTIONS?   Is there specific information that you would like to see included in our monthly newsletter?  If so, please let me know so that we can make the newsletter better serve your needs.  Send your requests/suggestions to:  Donna_Kline@navyleaguemonterey.com.
NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Coast Guard Station Monterey, Tuesday, August 14 at 6 PM in the Training classroom.  Any interested members may attend.  Board members may have the opportunity for dinner prior to the meeting.  Please contact Susan if you would like to participate.  Note:  Jason Oakes will join our group as a Coast Guard liason
GOING ON VACATION OR A TRIP?  When you go away and ask the Post office to hold or forward your mail, they return your Navy League newsletter. Our Council pays to get it back.  If you plan to go away, please let me know and I will hold your newsletter(s) until you are home to receive them.  Please call or email me (Donna) before you leave with the dates to hold your newsletters at 455-9510, klinede@navyleaguemonterey.com.   
PLEASE NOTE:  If your label is highlighted with YELLOW, your membership will lapse at the end of next month.  If the highlight is RED, this is the last newsletter you will receive unless you renew.  If you have a red highlight but have renewed, just disregard the highlight. 




RESERVATIONS:  NAVY LEAGUE DINNER, THURSDAY, 27 SEPTEMBER 2007


ELKS LODGE, 150 MAR VISTA, MONTEREY


SOCIAL HOUR – 6 PM    DINNER – 7 PM








NAME(S)_______________________________________________________


_____ Spagetti @ $17 EACH


					CHECK ENCLOSED FOR $ _________








Make checks payable to “NLUS” and mail to:


	ROBIN VAUGHAN


	26305 Dolores Street			MUST BE RECEIVED BY MONDAY, 24 September!!!


Carmel  93923�624-3770
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